
OxfordAQA announces the replacement of exams with Teacher Assessed Grades 
 
A message from Sadie Visick, Managing Director 
 
I am writing to you to announce the cancellation of the May/June 2021 exams, and confirm that 
OxfordAQA students will receive Teacher Assessed Grades, in line with students in England  
 
We have taken this difficult decision in order to end the uncertainty following the recent announcement 
of the cancellation of exams in England by the UK Government. As you know, OxfordAQA’s international 
GCSE and A-level exams are benchmarked to UK standards, and maintaining fairness and consistency in 
the grades provided to all students, in all countries around the world, is a priority for us.   
 
Regrettably, it has become clear that it will not be possible for exams to be held everywhere in 
May/June 2021, because of the continued impact of the coronavirus. 
 
Since the announcement in England, we have consulted widely with schools, parents and students about 
the May/June 2021 series, and we are grateful to everyone who responded to our surveys and 
questions. You told us very clearly that you want a swift decision to end this period of uncertainty, so 
you can start to put the right plans in place. 

Having listened carefully to your views, and reviewed the options with our assessment experts, we 
believe this is the right decision to ensure a level playing field for both international students and 
students in England.  
 
Ofqual, the exams regulator in England, is currently undertaking a consultation on how Teacher 
Assessed Grades will work, and we will be guided by Ofqual’s approach to ensure we remain aligned 
with standards in England.  
 
What schools told us 

Everyone, including us, would have preferred a return to a normal exam series in the summer. 
However, You said that you have serious concerns about how the grades received by international 
students sitting exams would compare with the Teacher Assessed Grades received by students in 
England.  You also said that we should focus on ensuring that international GCSE and A-level students 
are assessed in the same way as students in England.  
 
Many schools have told us that having a consistent approach means that no student in any school or 
country will be disadvantaged, and that assessing all students in the same way is the only way to be 
confident grades are comparable and fair. 

As one of our schools told us, “There needs to be one system and way of assessing that is applied for all 
students across the whole world. This is a global pandemic and whilst the situation has differed from 
country to country and the adaptation to teaching has also varied greatly, these students have all faced 
huge changes and disruptions, not only in their experience of school and learning, but also in their home 
environment, and the mental impact that has had on them needs to also be recognised and 
acknowledged.” 
 
The support you can expect from us 



 
We expect Ofqual to publish their consultation findings by the end of February 2021, and we’ll share 
more information as soon as we can.  We know you will have many questions which we won’t be able to 
answer fully until the outcome of the consultation is known.  So for now, we want to continue the 
dialogue with you, so we can start to put in place the framework for the support that you need, ready 
for when more details about the approach for Teacher Assessed Grades have been confirmed.    

We will ensure that you are fully supported to assess your students accurately and fairly.  We will 
provide clear and detailed guidance and a comprehensive programme of training and support.  
 
We received positive feedback after last summer that our schools felt well-supported and appreciated 
the quality assurance processes we put in place, and we will build on this as we develop the approach 
for this year.  
 
We will also engage with the parents of your students, so that they know that schools are following a 
rigorous and robust process, which will mean that students will receive the grades they deserve this 
summer.  
 
Finally, because the outcome of the Ofqual consultation won’t be available before the end of February, 
we’ve extended our entries deadline to 21st March. In order to make sure your students receive a grade 
this year, you will need to submit your entries before this deadline. We will review our fees for the 
May/June 2021 series when more detail is known about the Teacher Assessed Grades process and the 
costs of delivering it.  
 
I’d like to personally reassure you that we, like you, are driven by the desire to allow every student to 
show the best they can do. As always, our Fair Assessment approach continues to be at the heart of 
everything we do, and every decision we make. 
 
Although the challenges of the pandemic continue, we are committed to supporting you and your 
students every step of the way in 2021, and we look forward to working closely with you to ensure all 
your students receive a fair grade. 

Warm wishes, 

Sadie Visick 

Managing Director, OxfordAQA 

Download a letter for parents and students about our decision  
Visit our news page for the latest updates   


